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* Reading and writing go tfogether. Both are ways to represent spoken words and to
communicate information or tell stories.

* Children become aware that printed letters stand for spoken words as they see
print used in their daily lives. They see parents and others read newspapers, food
labels, road signs, and mail. They watch caregivers write lists, jot down reminders,
or make notes on a calendar.

* Children develop a knowledge of the purpose and meaning of reading through writing.

* Once your child can grasp a thick crayon or marker, give him or her unlined paper
and plenty of opportunities to draw and write.

* Talk to your child about what he or she draws, ask questions, and respond to what
your child says. You also can make up a story to go with the drawing.

* As children scribble and draw, they practice eye-hand coordination and exercise the
muscles in their fingers and hands. This helps develop the fine motor control they
need to write letters and words.

* Encourage your children to "sign” their name on their drawings. Even if this begins
as a scribble, children learn that they can write something that represents their
name. Later your child will write the initials of his or her first and last name and
then the complete name.

* Ask your child to label parts of his or her drawings. This also helps your child
understand that letters and words stand for things.

1,000 Books Before Kindergarten is generously supported by the Friends of the Thompson Public Library.

Many of the facts and tips that you will read throughout this packet are taken from
the Every Child Ready to Read project from the American Library Association.

Visit thompsonpubliclibrary.org for more resources.




